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Weekly Schedule

(Tentative--Subject to Change if Conditions Warrant)

Wk. I/Jan. 20--Introductions
In class: we'll analyze students' objects to figure out why they're meaningful to their owners

Wk. II/Jan. 27—Ethics 
Read:  

Punch, The Politics and Ethics of Fieldwork 

American Anthropological Association, “Code of Ethics” (1998), available online at: http://www.aaanet.org/committees/ethics/ethcode.htm

Joe Watkins, AAA Committee on Ethics, “Briefing Paper for Consideration of the Ethical Implications of Sexual Relationships between Anthropologists and Members of a Study Population,” available online at: http://www.aaanet.org/committees/ethics/bp6.htm

Carolyn Fluehr-Lobban, "Dialogue for Ethically Conscious Practice," in Ethics and the Profession of Anthropology (2nd ed.), ed. Carolyn Fluehr-Lobban (AltaMira, 2003), pp. 225-245.

Sjaak Van Der Geest, "Confidentiality and Pseudonyms: A Fieldwork Dilemma from Ghana," Anthropology Today 19 (1):4-8 (2003).
To think about: What ethical challenges have you encountered in your life, and how have you dealt with them?  What ethical dilemmas do you foresee encountering in your fieldwork?
Start planning: your semester's fieldwork project.

In class: we'll discuss your paragraphs about your tentative fieldwork ideas

Due (for class discussion): one paragraph briefly discussing a possible fieldwork project, to share in class (14 copies) 
Wk. III/Feb. 3—What is Fieldwork, and Why? I

Read: Wolcott, The Art of Fieldwork, chs. 1-6
To think about: Can anthropological fieldwork ever be exclusively “artistic” or “scientific”?  Do you imagine that your fieldwork will be primarily “artistic,” “scientific,” both or neither?

Start reading: Locke, et al., Proposals that Work, chs. 3-6, Proposal 2.

To think about: Are data “hard”?  What are “data,” anyway? 

Due: one-page discussion (typed, please) of your planned fieldwork project 
Wk. IV/Feb. 10—What is Fieldwork, and Why? II
Read: The Art of Fieldwork, Chs. 7-8, 10, 11
To think about: Can you ever be “objective”?   What is “objectivity,” anyway?  Will you ever learn to love fieldwork? 

Keep working through: Proposals that Work, chs. 3-6, Proposal 2

In class: we'll designate peer fieldwork partners

Handed back: one-page discussion of your planned fieldwork project
Wk. V/Feb. 17—Planning Your Research, Choosing Informants

Read: 

Jeffrey Johnson, Selecting Ethnographic Informants, chs. 2-4, and/or "Research Design and Research Strategies," in Handbook of Methods in Cultural Anthropology, ed. H. Russell Bernard (AltaMira, 1998), pp. 131-171.
To think about: What is your major research question or hypothesis?  How will you go about selecting informants and design your research to answer this question or address this hypothesis?  What ethical challenges do you foresee?  How will you compensate informants for their time?  How will you protect their identity?

Keep working with: Proposals that Work (chs. 3-6, Proposal 2)

Start developing more specific plans for: your semester's fieldwork project.

Due: your full research proposal

Wk. VI/Feb. 24—Starting to Interview

Be patient toward all that is unsolved

In your heart and dreams

Try to love the questions themselves



-Rainer Maria Rilke
Read: 

McCracken, The Long Interview (esp. chs. 2-3);  and/or Atkinson, The Life Story Interview

Raymond Lee and Claire Renzetti , "The Problems of Researching Sensitive Topics: An Overview and Introduction," in Researching Sensitive Topics, ed. C. Renzetti and R. Lee (Sage, 1993).
Patricia Adler and Peter Adler, "Ethical Issues in Self-censorship: Ethnographic Research on Sensitive Topics," in Researching Sensitive Topics, ed. Claire Renzetti and Raymond M. Lee (Sage, 1993).

To think about: How will you choose someone with whom to conduct a long/life history interview?  What do you hope to learn from interviewing this person, and how will the interview help you answer your original research question or address your research hypothesis?

Start making preliminary contact with: members of your targeted fieldwork community 

In class: we'll practice interviewing each other

Handed back: your research proposals 

Wk. VII/March 2—Taking Notes 

Read: 
Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes, chs. 1-6, 8.

Kathleen DeWalt and Billie DeWalt, "Ch. 9: "Analyzing Field Notes," in Participant Observation: A Guide for Fieldworkers, by K. DeWalt and B. DeWalt (AltaMira, 2002), pp. 163-194.

Sherryl Kleinman and Martha Copp, "Appendix," in Emotions and Fieldwork (Sage, 1993), pp. 57-62. 
Browse web sites of some current software programs for notetaking discussed in:

Valerie Janesick, "Qualitative Research Software Sources," in "Stretching" Exercises for Qualitative Researchers, by V. Janesick  (Sage, 2004, 2nd ed.), pp. 133-141.
To think about: How have you been taking notes so far?  Which other note-taking techniques might you try out, and why?  Do you want to try any of the software packages you have read about or adapt some of their techniques?

Do: Your first long/life history interview.   

Start contacting: other members of your targeted fieldwork community

Wk. VIII/March 9—Doing a Survey 

Read:  
Alma Gottlieb, "Standing Clear of a Corpse," in Parallel Worlds: An Anthropologist and a Writer Encounter Africa, by Alma Gottlieb and Philip Graham (U. of Chicago Press, 1994), pp. 65-68.

Arlene Fink, How to Conduct Surveys: Step-by-Step Guide (Sage, 1998, 2nd ed.)--browse through and read as much as you can. 

Floyd J. Fowler,  Ch. 4: "Some General Rules for Designing Good Survey Instruments," in Improving Survey Questions: Design and Evaluation, by F. Fowler (Sage, 1995), pp. 78-92.
To think about: Which issues in your project lend themselves to a survey questionnaire, and how will your survey address your major research question or hypothesis?  Which criteria will you use in finding/selecting respondents for your survey, and how will you approach them?  

Do: your second long/life history interview.  

In class: we'll go over each of your draft survey questionnaires 

Due: preliminary draft of your survey questionnaire to share in class (14 copies)
Wk. IX/March 16— Doing a Focus Group Interview
Read: Morgan, Focus Groups (especially chs. 2-5).

To think about: Which criteria will you use in choosing people for a focus group interview?  What do you hope to learn from your focus group interview, and how will  it help you address your original research question(s) or hypothesis?

Complete and start administering: your survey questionnaire.  
Due (some students): paper on long/life history interviews with one informant

(March 23—No class--spring break!)

If possible, read: field memoir of your choice, from distributed list

If possible, do: your first focus group interview.  

Wk. X/March 30—Potpourri of Formal Methods: Collect a Genealogy, Chart Social or Economic Networks, Map Cultural Spaces, and/or Chart Time Use
Read: 
Julia Crane and Michael Angrosino, "Charting Kinship," in Field Projects in Anthropology, by J. Crane and M. Angrosino (2nd ed., 1984), pp. 44-52.

Allen Johnson, "The Exchange Orientation," in his Quantification in Cultural Anthropology (1978), pp. 96-117.

Daniel Gross, "Time Allocation: A Tool for the Study of Cultural Behavior," Annual Review of Anthropology 13 (1984):519-558.  Available online at JSTOR: http://www.jstor.org/view/00846570/di980523/98p0146i/0?config=jstor&frame=noframe&userID=827e1969@uiuc.edu/01cc99333c0050103a886&dpi=3

Corinna Moebius, "Design," in "Where Are You Comin' From, Where Are You Goin' To: Placing and Black Students' Discursive Construction of Community," M.A. Thesis,1995.  Available online at: http://www.bordercross.com/writing/thesis/ch2design2.htm

"Local History," in "The Grand Generation: Some Possible Questions," available online at:


http://smithsonianeducation.org/migrations/seek1/sample.html

Garrett Mehl with Gerry Stimson, Leanne Riley and Andrew Ball, "Mapping where Tobacco Is Marketed and Used," in Youth Tobacco: Rapid Assessment and Response Guide.  Geneva: World Health Org.: Tobacco Free Initiative and Dept. of Child and Adolescent Health and Development, available online at: http://www.who.int/hpr/youth/html/yt-rar/Chapter_9.html#9.9

"Visual Methods," in The Code of Practice for Research Ethics: A Handbook of Principles & Procedures; Appendix 10: The Ethics of Working with Children (Save the Children).   Available online at: http://oldweb.northampton.ac.uk/ncr/ethics/appendix%2010.htm

Elizabeth Tolley and Margaret Bentley, "Body Mapping," pp. 2-3 in "Participatory Methods for Research in Women's Reproductive Health," RRA Notes 16 (1992):63-68.  London: I.I.E.D., available online at: http://www.iied.org/sarl/pla_notes/pla_backissues/documents/plan_01611.PDF

To think about: Which methods are most appropriate to your project, and why—collecting genealogies, tracing social/economic networks, eliciting folk maps of geocultural spaces, or charting time use?  How will collecting such data address your original research question/ hypothesis?  How will you choose (an) informant(s) for trying out two of these methods? 

Do: your first and/or second focus group interview.  
In class: we'll practice genealogy, network and time use interviews, and we'll do a cultural mapping exercise of your geocultural space

Due: critical evaluation of a fieldwork memoir

Wk. XI/April 6—The Possibilities and Challenges of “Native Anthropology”
Read: 

Kirin Narayan, "How Native Is 'Native' Anthropology?" American Anthropologist 95 (3) (1993), pp. 671-686.
Takamni Kuwayama, "'Natives' as Dialogic Partners: Some Thoughts on Native Anthropology," Anthropology Today 19 (1) (2003):8- 13.

Patricia Zavella, "Feminist Insider Dilemmas: Constructing Ethnic Identity with Chicana Informants," in Feminist Dilemmas in Fieldwork, ed. Diane L. Wolf (Westview, 1996), pp.138-159.

Ellen Lewin, "Lesbian Mothers" in Women Writing Culture, ed. Ruth Behar and Deborah Gordon (U. of California Press).
To think about: Does your gender make you a "native" in gendered communities? In which other community(ies) are you a “native,” and in which way(s)?  How might you push the boundaries of limitations caused by aspects of your identity, whether defined by nationality, religion, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender, class, or other structural factors?

Do: your first formal methods interview.  
In class: Guest speaker--Prof.  Alejandro Lugo

Wk. XII/April 13—First Half of Class: Multi-Sited and Transnational Fieldwork; Fieldwork at Home and Away?  Second Half of Class: Indigenous Perspectives on Social Science Research

Multi-Sited and Transnational Fieldwork; Fieldwork at Home and Away?--Read: Constructing the Field, chs. 2, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9 (we'll split these among students).

To think about: Are there any multi-sited and/or transnational dimensions to your current fieldwork project that you could pursue in the future?  Does your fieldwork make you think differently about “home”?  Does it give you ideas for future fieldwork “at home” or "away"?  
Local/Indigenous Perspectives on Social Science Research--read: 
Linda Tuhiwai Smith, Decolonizing Methodologies: Research and Indigenous Peoples (Zed Press, 1999), chs. 6-7.

To think about: How might you collaborate with indigenous/minority/local scholars in future fieldwork projects?

Do: your second formal methods interview.  
In class: guest speaker?

Due (some students): paper on your survey questionnaires or focus groups.
Wk. XIII/April 20—Writing up Your Fieldwork 
Read: 
The Art of Fieldwork, ch. 9.
Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes, ch. 7.

Constructing the Field, ch. 5.

To think about: What remains to be done to satisfactorily address your major question/hypothesis?   

Due (some students): paper on one of four formal methods (genealogies, social or economic networks, mapping geocultural space, or time use)

Wk. XIV/April 27-- Living the Fieldwork Life
Read: Simon Ottenberg, “Changes over Time in an African Culture and in an Anthropologist,” in Others Knowing Others: Perspectives on Ethnographic Careers, ed. Don Fowler and Donald Hardesty (Smithsonian Institution Press, 1994), pp. 91-118.

To think about: What fieldwork projects can you imagine doing for a year?  a decade?  Or will you prefer to start new fieldwork projects every few years?  Have you been changed by your semester-long fieldwork project? 

Start wrapping up: your fieldwork.
Start drafting: your final research report 
In class: guest speaker--Prof. Brenda Farnell 
Wk. XV/May 4--Last Class
Read: no class reading--spend all your time finishing up your final paper!

Due: final research report: remember to include a large, self-addressed, manila envelope--with stamps, if it's an off-campus address
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